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Thank you to all who attended the 2017 Joint Meeting of the RMSO and UAO in
Salt Lake City!

And a big thank you to our 2017 Sponsors!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy new year on behalf of The Rocky Mountain Society of Orthodontists. The board had a productive
meeting in Beautiful Big Sky Montana on February 3. I enjoyed some great skiing that we are truly
missing in the southwest.
The 98th annual meeting of The Rocky Mountain Society of Orthodontists will be at the historic Brown
Palace in downtown Denver on October 25-28. The guest speakers are Dr. Sean Holliday from Hawaii,
Dr. Dave Paquette from Charlotte and Dr. Peter Buschang from Dallas. Dr. Paquette was kind enough to
get Henry Schein to cover all his expenses and I have approached American and Invisalign for money as
well. They assure me I will hear back shortly with the details. I chose these speakers as a mix of what is
new and coming in orthodontics and evidence-based research out of Baylor.
Downtown Denver is a great place to walk and explore and has world class shopping and dining. We look
forward to a great weekend of learning and camaraderie.
Dr. Darren Haltom, President

TRUSTEE’S REPORT
They say nothing is constant except change. This year marks 30 years since I started my orthodontic
residency. Not sure I’d recognize how things were back then. Chinese Niti had just come out. The rage
was shape memory alloys and very few practices had computer management programs. Digital anything
was a dream and when I bought my first computer, the salesman assured me that he couldn’t ever see a
time that you would need more than 30 KB of memory. What a difference a couple of decades make.
Never before have we seen the challenges and threats to our specialty– proposed changes to specialty
definitions, certifying boards, specialty advertising standards, direct to consumer aligners and the
perceived demise of the single doctor/small group practice. One thing that won’t change however is
that patients make the right choice for treatment when they know what we are, what we do and that
we do it the best.
Your AAO has responded to these challenges several ways to protect the consumer and in the interest of
public health and safety. Recently letters from the AAO legal department were sent to over 35 state
dental boards asking them to evaluate the direct to consumer business models for conformity to their
individual state dental practice acts. Results are slow as many dental boards only respond to complaints
from patients or doctors and don’t necessarily initiate their own investigations. It is always your right as
a licensed dentist to approach your state dental board with your concerns regarding patient health and
public safety. Certainly, patients with untoward treatment results should be encouraged to issue a
complaint.
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Many of you are aware that the AAO has set aside funds to assist components with state legal and
legislative issues. Many of our colleagues have used these funds to fight changes in their state laws or
dental practice acts contrary to what we believe is in the best interest of the public. The AAO legal team,
Kevin Dillard and Sean Murphy stand ready to assist with issues like these and are able to provide
guidance if you see an issue we should pursue.
The AAO welcomes Lynne Thomas Gordon as our new Executive Director. Lynne brings years of healthrelated association management experience to her new position. She also brings lots of energy, a
contagious enthusiasm and a wonderful southern charm and accent. Please take an opportunity to meet
her as chance allows and welcome her to the AAO family.
The AAO Consumer Awareness Program (CAP) has made a paradigm shift into the digital and social
media markets. This has stretched our outreach and made good use of the limited budget we have. We
don’t have the deep pocket of many companies but we can sure get our message out there on the web
as consumers are driven to it for orthodontic related information. We’re there in a big way with our
message in front of the public no matter what questions drove them to the web.
Many of you know the CAP is a project very near and dear to me. I appreciate the COC, our new AAO
Director of Marketing, Katie Maassen and especially the RMSO rep, Anil Idiculla for their efforts this past
year. We’ve seen our website traffic, social media presence and buzz feed outreach increase
exponentially. I’d like to thank Anil for his inspired leadership as council chairman this year. Anil is term
limited and will come off the council at the annual session. We will send up another RMSO fireball– Greg
Jorgenson to pick up where Dr. I left off. If we don’t tell our story no one will. Now is not the time to
take our foot off the gas in public awareness. Look for CAP program statistics at the annual session in
Washington DC. This will include the orthodontic locator data that shows when, where and how many
people received your contact information after seeking information on orthodontic treatment. As an
aside, double check your AAO contact information under the AAO member profile tab on
http://aaoinfo.org/members to make sure it’s correct so these patients find their way to your office.
Thanks to all the wonderful people from the RMSO that fill positions either with the AAO or at the state
and constituent levels. Now, more than ever, we need the efforts of a united profession and association
to deal with these market, legal and clinical threats. We will have several council positions become
vacant next year as reps term limit out. Please think about where you’d like to serve and let me know.
Grateful for the opportunity to serve; reach out to me any time.
Dr. Myron Guymon, Trustee
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NEW AAO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The American Association of Orthodontists (AAO) is pleased to announce that the new Executive
Director of the AAO is Lynne Thomas Gordon. Lynne was formerly the CEO of American Health
Information Management Association (AHIMA). The Board of Trustees feels very confident in the
selection that has been made after an extensive search and interview process.

2018 AAO LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

RMSO Leaders recently attended the 2018 AAO Leadership Conference in Scottsdale, Arizona. Left to
right are Dr. Anil Idiculla, RMSO COC Rep; Dr. Christopher Bruch, RMSO President-Elect; Dr. Gregory
Jorgensen, NMAO President; Dr. Michael Foy, AAO Speaker of the House; Dr. Myron Guymon, RMSO
Trustee; and Sherry Nappier, RMSO Executive Director. Not pictured are Dr. Justin Ward, ISOS PresidentElect; and Dr. Rob Taylor, UAO President.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 98TH ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOCIETY OF
ORTHODONTISTS ANNUAL SESSION

OCTOBER 25-27, 2018
Brown Palace Hotel
Denver, Colorado

Invited speakers include Dr. Peter Buschang, Dr. Sean Holliday, and Dr. David Paquette
Watch for updates on RMSO’s website, http://rmso.org; registration will open in May 2018.

Lisa Austin, Editor

