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AAO hosted their first virtual annual session May 2-3 2020.
11,000+ Attendees
You showed up. Over 10,000 AAO members in addition to over 1,000 nonmembers joined the weekend event.
58 Countries
You represented. Attendees tuned in to the virtual annual session from 58
different countries.
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Letter from Our President:
Dr. Mike Chaffee, RMSO President

Dear Fellow RMSO Members,
I hope you are all faring well during these strange times. I’m sure you are probably aware by
now, but unfortunately our in-person, Joint RMSO/PCSO meeting this October at the
Disneyland Hotel in Anaheim, CA, has been cancelled due to ongoing consequences of the
COVID-19 pandemic. That meeting site, however, has been rescheduled for the fall of 2023.
Instead of the in-person meeting, the RMSO, PCSO, MSO, and SWSO have teamed up to ensure
that our members will be able to obtain their Continuing Education hours by way of a virtual
meeting. This joint virtual meeting will be held Friday afternoon, October 2 nd, and Saturday
morning, October 3rd. Friday’s lectures will be oriented towards both Doctors and Staff, and
presenters that afternoon include Nicole Wax, Jep Paschal, Ben Pliska, John Graham, Elizabeth
Conforti, and Mary Lord. Saturday morning’s doctor-oriented lectures include presentations by
John Graham, Jamie Reynolds, Rebecca Bockow, Stuart Frost, and Bob Boyd. I hope you will join
us for these thought-provoking presentations that the PCSO/RMSO Planning Committee has
worked to bring to you virtually.
The RMSO will have its annual transition in leadership this October, and I can assure you that
the Rocky Mountain Society of Orthodontists is in good hands as we move into our second
century of existence.
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This fall marks RMSO’s 100th year in existence. It has been a pleasure, and an honor to serve
this year as President of the Rocky Mountain Society of Orthodontists. I hope you’ll join us in
October for the Virtual Meeting, and next year at our joint RMSO/PCSO Joint Meeting in
Portland, OR. Until then, happy trails!
Dr. Mike Chaffee
RMSO President
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How the Rocky Mountain Society of Orthodontists began, and a little about our first
President, from “An Historical Review of Orthodontics in the Rocky Mountain Area”, published
by the RMSO, 1972. Some photos obtained from the American Board of Orthodontics.
In the winter of 1920-21, the first meeting of the Rocky Mountain Society of Orthodontists was
held in Denver, at the office of Dr. Albert Ketcham. The RMSO began with nine members. The
Southwest Society had been trying to convince them to join their society because the Rocky
Mountain Region had so few orthodontists at the time, they felt that it wasn’t feasible to have a
separate society. Despite that, these nine orthodontists decided to start one on their own. The
nine charter members were Drs. Fred Beesley, Archie Brusse, Oliver Devitt, Henry Hoffman,
William Humphrey, Albert Ketcham, Leonard Walsh, Fred Wells, and Harry Wilson. Albert
Ketcham became the first president. By 1929, their membership had doubled to eighteen, but
with few members, many served as president multiple times.

Albert H. Ketcham

Henry Hoffman (front left), Albert Ketcham (front middle),
and Fred Beesley (front right)

Albert H. Ketcham was born in Vermont in 1870, and graduated from Boston Dental College in
1892. He practiced general dentistry and taught operative dentistry at the dental college until
1895, when he developed tuberculosis. He decided to move to Colorado to seek a cure. He was
Chairman of both the Crown and Bridge and Orthodontic Departments from 1908 to 1918. He
entered the Angle School of Orthodontia in 1902, and became Colorado’s first orthodontic
specialist. Dr. Ketcham served as President of the American Society of Orthodontists (now the
AAO) from 1928-1929. During that year’s meeting of the ASO in Estes Park, Colorado, Dr.
Ketcham suggested that the profession of orthodontics should have a certifying board, and that
recommendation passed unanimously. The American Board of Orthodontics was begun in 1930,
and Dr. Ketcham served as the first ABO President.
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“This man, who was so unforgettable, had two great loves. First and foremost, was his chosen
profession of orthodontics. And second, was hunting and fishing. In each, he was an authority
and an expert.” Dr. Ketcham and his wife owned a rustic cabin near Lake Edith, where he
enjoyed fly fishing and entertaining friends and guests. This exemplary man, who gave so much
to the Rocky Mountain Society of Orthodontists, and to our profession, died in December of
1935.

The 1929 ASO Meeting, Estes Park, CO
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Pacific Coast Society of Orthodontists and Rocky Mountain Society of Orthodontists Merger
Task Force Plan
The PCSO and RMSO have agreed to work together to better serve our members, our
profession, and our societies. This includes:
1. Sharing all continuing education (CE) activities for the foreseeable future.
2. Maintaining close communication between the societies by auditing board meetings via
assigned board liaisons
3. Sharing of non-profit resources, including volunteer and leadership development
resources.
4. Taking steps toward a merger and creation of a new joint society, IF AND WHEN, it is
found to be beneficial to both the PCSO and RMSO.
So, what does this mean for you as a member of the PCSO or RMSO?




All CE events are planned by a group that includes PCSO and RMSO input and will be
available to every PCSO and RMSO member at the member rate.
Governance and leadership of both societies remain separate and independent.
As such, membership dues will still be determined by and paid to your respective
society.

RMSO NEWS (Summer 2020)

7

We look forward to seeing everyone at our joint annual sessions in the future, rebranded as the
Western Orthodontic Conference.
 2020: October 2-3, Virtual
 2021: October 21-24, Oregon Convention Center | Portland, OR
 2022: October 27-30, Manchester Grand Hyatt | San Diego, CA

Your Merger Task Force,
Kamrin Olfert, Chair (PCSO)
Robert Meister (PCSO)
Thomas Merrill (PCSO)
Ryan Frost (RMSO)
Christian Kenworthy (RMSO)
Layne McCord (RMSO)

Update from Myron Guymon AAO Board of Trustee:

Greetings, it’s been awhile since we’ve sent out a newsletter. I hope this finds you well and
safe. I’m not sure what the new normal will be, but I hope we find a way around all the COVID
disruptions. I’m sure you’re made adjustment to how your office function and hope again that
your patients have become more comfortable with the changes.
There is a lot to report from the AAO. You’re probably aware of the efforts our association has
made to communicate with our members information about the pandemic as it becomes
available. Things were changing almost daily as new information became available. Our Covid
Task force put out almost daily eBlasts to put the most current information in front of the
members. You’ve probably noticed a decrease in the number of AAO communications as things
have settled down and as the AAO has attempted to not overwhelm you all with messages.
Please opt-in to emails, texts and the like when you can so you can continue to receive these
important updates.
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There have been several notable staff changes at the AAO headquarters recently. Sean Murphy
accepted a position with the Arizona Dental Association as their new Executive Director. We
wish him well in his entry to Association Management. The new AAO general council is Rob
Kent. Rob joins us with many years of experience in advocacy and association management.
We’ve changed lobbyist firms that represent our interests at a national level. Our new firm
brings a fresh perspective and approach to advocate our interests in Washington DC.
Our virtual annual session was very successful. We had over 11,000 registrants, and while
maybe not ideal it provided an opportunity for our members to get some continuing education.
We were able to hold a virtual House of Delegates to take care of the governance requirements
of the AAO as well. One major action of the HOD was to add some at large trustees to our
board. At large trustees serve terms of up to three years. At present there are two on our board
now with another to be added next year. After that, the most senior at large trustee will rotate
off and a new trustee will be added annually to replace them. This enables the board to add
some diversity and expertise to the board. We will still have trustees serving a longer term
selected by the constituents. A shorter term will allow some who are not able or willing to serve
10 years an opportunity to contribute to our specialty.
Many of you are familiar with our new at large trustees Dale Anne Featheringham and
Alexandra Pischke Thomas. Dr. Featheringham has many years of AAO leadership experience.
Dr. Thomas is a new and younger member and will represent that demographic very well.
We’re excited to have them join the board and welcome their input and perspective.
Our meeting this fall has been canceled due to the COVID travel and group size meeting
restrictions at the Disneyland venue we booked. Plans are being made for some virtual
meetings, stay tuned for more information.
We appreciate all of you that continue to serve on our councils and committees, that serve as
component and constituent leaders, and that join in with us at our meetings and seminars. We
are lucky to do what we do, to treat the patients how we do. Smiles are the best remedy for
many of the ills and inconveniences we’re experiencing now. Here’s to the new normal
whatever it may be.
Myron
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Change in Fall Meeting to Virtual:

Dr. Lisa Austin, Editor

